Ma-Cherie Post-partum Center, Flagship store
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Shichieh Lu

Born in 1965, Taipei, Taiwan. BArch in Tung-Hai University, Taiwan. Received his
Diploma in Architecture from Architectural Association, London,in 1993 and worked for
Raoul Bunschoten in 1994. Established CJ Studio in 1995. Major projects are United
Hotel (selected as a member of "Design Hotels" a well-known international hotel
chain.),[WUM] store, Stephane Dou and Chang Lee Yugin'shop in Tiger city (JCD Design
Award 2005), Aesop store in Breeze center (JCD design Award 2006, IFI 2007 Gold
Award), residence of Tsai projects (TID 2007 Gold Award), TID Award 2008, 6th Modern
decoration "International media prize", selected into five of talents report on “Interior
Design" (USA) celebrating 75 years special issue. Art work of "Signscape" exhibits at the
11th International Architecture Exhibiton of the Venice Biennial -Taiwan Exhibition and
the 6th City on the Move Art Festival at the Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei. Since
2003 he has established his own brand -shichieh lu-.

5% 5t &, CJSTUDIO / BEFHEE Designer; CJ Studio / Lu Shichieh
2 M &, HHEK ZIBUE SRH5RE MiDE SRIBZ Participants ; Ben Tsao, Athena Liu, Sam Cheng, Linda Lin, Bonnie
R &, SRR Cheng
TR R Photographer ; Marc Gerritsen
ATEME, it Category ; Commercial Space
FEMK L, EHEAEE - AERE - NEK - HE - 5N - B2E -~ BBER Location ; Ginsan S. Road

BIR - HEERIEIE Materials ; foggy surface stainless steel, granite brick, artificial leather,
1) &, FEHI75 tF scroll screen, glass, Pandomo, paint, painted glass
% EtEERST . 20075E4 B Z20085E9H Size ; 75 ping
FETTRERSE , 200756 A ZE200952H Design period ; April 2007 - September 2008

Construction period ; June 2007 - February 2009
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4.5. Curving profile clearly signifies a pregnant woman's enlarged belly 6. A pregnant woman's belly is taken as a
symbol of the after-birth Center; the curving profile in the reception space gives a direct hint of its service 7.
Behind the curving shaped partition hides a multi-functional room 8. Doorframes appears in a curving profile
following similar shapes of the partition 9. Curving ceiling profile in a staircase lobby 10. Plan, typical floor
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In modern times the traditional living patterns of the three generation household has significantly been
reduced. Old wisdom therefore does not pass from generation to generation is often forgotten. In old
Chinese wisdom a woman after birth is supposed to take at least a month's rest and have a special diet until
her body gradually recovers from pregnancy and birth. In many high-density cities, so called “after-birth
Centers"have appeared and their "hospital-like" management has been well accepted by many new
mothers and their families.

Ma-Cherie After-birth Center has an acclaimed reputation for its many years' management. In order to
upgrade its service it commissioned Mr. Lu Shichieh to design its flagship store in Taipei city.

Shichieh's strategy was to focus on two concepts; the first to design the Center's interior like a hotel and
even being managed like a hotel, the second was that the lobby would be the most visually dramatic space
that would display symbols of woman and pregnancy. In the lobby space, there is a partition that vividly
reveals the enlarged belly of a pregnant woman. The curvature not only projects the impression of a
woman's pregnant belly but also implicates the energy of fluidity and blood vein from generation to
generation.

Shichieh said he selected metal instead of a wood frame to build the curving partition because only a metal-
built structure was appropriate to tell the value of conceiving a real life inside a mother's belly. Behind the
curving wall is a multifunctional space for future mothers to gather in an office hidden in a corner position.
The reception space is divided into front and back quarters; the front space is for customers who are
interested in using the services, and the back is for visitors only.
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11. Curving ceiling at the pathway's top gives an impression of livable intimacy 12. Visitor's room allows
customers meet with their relatives 13. Colorful painted glass on the pathway partitions reveals an interesting
pleasure 14. Bath room plan, VIP room 15. Plan, the first floor 16.17. 3D drawing, typical room 18.19. 3D
drawing, VIP room




This after-birth center has the tightest privacy control via
a standard operating system similar to a hotel. Visitors
need to make a reservation to see customers and their
babies. Each floor is divided into five typical rooms, a
VIP room, a nursing room and a public lounge. Inside
the room, there is a TV monitor that allows mothers to
see her baby all the time.

The ceiling of the staircase lobby has a curving detail
where many colorful geometrical patterns appear on the
pathway partition. The size of each room is 8 ping and
its bathroom is very particular in design - it is like one
walking into a hollow-up sculpture where one sees the
art piece from inside. The room is furnished with custom
tailored furniture in a gray color. The designer offers a
warm and sensible pleasure for mothers to take a good
rest after the ordeal in delivering procedure. The VIP
room is 12 ping; it is equipped with a small kitchen, an
individual lounge and a more spacious bathroom and
balcony. Each room maintains humble details without
any excessive elements or colors; Lu hopes every
mother using the facility will feel cozy and feel good to
use every facility in the room. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu
& David Mark Riz
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20. Conceptual drawing from the initial drawing 21.22.
Conceptual drawing for typical floor 23.24.25. Typical
room is 8 pings. Its bathroom is particularly unique in its
artistic interest 26. VIP room offers a kitchen, an individual
lounge and a more spacious bathroom space and balcony

27. Interior exhibits a sense of comfort and leisure 28.
Plan, VIP room






