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Designer ; JOEY HO DESIGN / Joey Ho
Participants 5 Yiki Leung, Momoko Lai
Photographer ; Wu, Yong Chang
Category 4 restaurant

Location ; Henchao, China

Materials 4 timber, marble, glass

Size 5 3,000 square feet

Completion ; November 2010

Arthouse Café is an attached service facility inside the art gallery of Henchao Enterprise Park. Its main functions are to offer showroom space for businesses
and the necessary social facilities for interaction between buyers and suppliers. The design concept was derived from research into the relationship between
object and body, and out came the idea of the movable triangle realized in a coffee shop.(This project won the 2011 Gold Key Awards Finalists

Lounge/Bar category, 2011 JCD Design Award Naoki lijima Award, 2011 Asia Pacific Interior Design Awards (APIDA) Silver, Food space category.

1. Triangular skeleton frameworks in the café build dynamic visual axes 2. "Movable triangle" is the concept of the design
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3. White color used inside the café gives a sense of surrealism-a shining marble floor seems to give the triangle framework an invisible power to levitate up in sky 4.

Layering perspective systems directs a rich and unsettled visual wandering
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5. Plan after conversion 6. Lighting design assures different moods in daytime

and night 7. George Nelson& Konstantin Grecic' designed chairs match well
with the bar table curvature 8. Laminated wood boards and its constructive
details for the triangular systems

Design Concept

In daily life, object and body possess a relative position when a static
relationship is formed because objects and bodies always stay in the
positions they were designated to. This design changes the relationship
and builds constantly changing positions of both the objects and
bodies. Moving bodies offer a new experience of space and blur the
border between them.

The plan has a unique feature that shows several regulation lines
forming triangle shapes in the scheme. At first, the existing floor plan
shows an obvious triangular shape, the primary geometry. Then the
primary shape is divided into several triangles and each has its own
distinct axis directing one’ s sight to wander about. Human experience
in the space is dynamic. Not only does the rich perceptive layering offer
spatial interest, human bodies are the objects that invite curiosity.

Material provides another asset to augment the speed and energy in
this space. Walnut laminated wood boards are extensively used
because the vertical patterns of laminated boards are useful in
increasing the perspective guiding system. Even some parts of floor are
paved with laminated wood boards. Several over-sized pathways
appear and all surround the triangular sitting zones fenced in by
screens that protect the necessary privacy of the customers.

The main service space has a surreal mood like an over-exposed film.
Shining artificial stone flooring and its reflective surface seem to
levitate up the triangle volumes by some invisible power. Ample natural
light and cold tone artificial lighting gives the space a particular
ambience like an art gallery. There aren’ t any extruding lighting
fixtures; they are all hidden inside in gloves and are attached to the
triangular system. The landscape inside the room has no fixation rather
like changeable scenes of montage images. Each fragmented scene
integrates into another to form a transient yet dynamic spatial interest.
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Material Analysis

George Nelson & Konstantin Grceic's designed chair was selected to be
the main seating piece in the bar; its highly liquid shape matches quite
well with the organic shape of bar table.

Laminated wood creates the "spatial triangles” in the space. The rich
horizontal pattern on the surface enriches a mystic and surreal sense of
the space.

Communication Notes

Arthouse Café offers coffee in daytime with soft alcohol beverages at
night. There are several wood frameworks posing many triangular
shapes in the space. When these frameworks meet, they create
ambiguous visual axes. This skewed and layering pattern gives the
space a sophisticated picture like a riddle needed to be solved.
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9. Partitions that protect customer's privacy 10. Design Concept drawing 11.
Triangle shape gives district visual axes the power to guide bodies to move
12. Lighting is hidden inside the triangle framework
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