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Joey Ho Design Limited,~Joey Ho

Born in Taiwan and grew in Singapore and Hong
Kong, Joey Ho received his M.A. degree from Hong
Kong University; he founded his design firm in 2002
and has since received numerous awards domestic
and abroad.

Interested in multiple cultures, Joey loves to use
advanced design solution to build direct links between
art, architecture and interior space. His work delivers
strong abstract impressions and can be interpreted as
derived from cultural symbolism.

Joey Ho
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1. Reception table is shaped like a container; two big signs give a prompt guide to visitors 2. Signs and floor painted images
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3. Open office has a transparent working environment 4. The gallery floor is marked with large signs
similar to a taxiing area in an airport runway 5. A long cabinet for storage gives a direct impression of an
actual container 6. The storage system creates opportunity for social links 7. Simple and neat
arrangement of the sitting and storage systems
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Speedmark is an international logistic
firm; they have branches in major cities
in the US and China. This project was
for the regional head branch in Hong
Kong and needed to create an office
that was efficient, team spirited, and
well organized for its workers.

The nature of a logistics company is
high efficiency and every member of
the team has to manage unexpected
challenges and sudden trouble. The
success of the firm relies on member's
mutual trust and team spirit and the
design had to provide a spatial solution
to build a actual connecting system
inside the office.

The design has several open social quarters to create links among the workers. The social quarters can easily
extend a view to the whole office zone while is also a place to comfort workers who rush in from their client
sides working positions. The reception hall easily directs two orientation paths - one leads to the Air
department, the other the Ocean department.

The office has no fixed partitions; the openness encourages direct contact among workers. Industrial
impressions like exposed concrete ceilings, utility pipes and ventilation systems all give a strong identity of the
nature of the company. Lighting was given a rational consideration; the layout of the lighting position and its
quallity features efficiency and comfort of a working environment.

Signage was a critical design element of the office; signage is read as a global language without cultural
differences. The signs seen in a seaport or airport were transferred directly to the floors in this office; even the
pathway is painted like a taxiing floor awaiting an airplane to land.

Unlike the recent development of the paperless office, this office still produces paper. There is a 20- meter
long cabinet that looks like a real container that consumes all the waste paper produced during daily activity.
The storage system was custom designed and built; multiple layer file cabinets create a neat system for a
tidying up the working space. A small space in front of the storage is a spot where workers from different
teams join; the space can be used also be also be used as a space for social events.

Logistic firms are very different from other offices as they it needed to be open 24 hours a day. A formal coffee
lounge offers exhausted workers a place to relax their body and mind. The office has a good view and every
furniture piece can be moved according to need. The ample lounge is an important stimulating element in this
pressure filed business and its always energetic workers.

The reception room is transparent and bright; glass invites light to come in. Reflections on the floor and
transparency are like elevating the space into the air and every sofa piece lofts over the sky. The apparent
representation of an air (sea) travel/shipping service creates an iconic impression of connections that pulls
people of different countries together. The floor in the meeting room is slightly elevated to give an impression
like a floating ship. Even the colors used in reception and meeting room deliver a strong message of a
company that gives prompt and excellent service in a global age.

The logistic business has a mission that creates a connecting system that links products from all continents
together and deliver goods to their customers in a safe and fast way. This unique office is all geared up in a
way to create linkages among people, workers in the office and clients around the world.
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8. The plan 9. District Manager's office 10. Utility pipes and exposed concrete give a strong sense of a warehouse
or factory 11. Coffee lounge enjoys good views 12. Coffee lounge is a place to relax the body and mind
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M DT Material Analysis

EBE2EL Communication Notes
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1. Connection is a main theme of the office. Signage is the most evident
guides of the orientation system in the office 2. Untreated material
surface is link to an industrial ambience 3. Reception space is like an
airplane cabinet 4. Blue color is used to indicate two sectors of the
firm's service - air shipping and ocean shipping
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1. The international company’ s office had to create spaces with close
internal links and intimacy among its workers. 2. Building a connective
system was an important guideline to be followed for the office design.
3. A 20-meter long paper waste container was created to provide an
easily used functional system.
familiar and easily accepted by the workers.

4. The office creates a culture that is
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13. Blue color was used to indicate the two main services of the business
- air shipping and sea shipping 14. Meeting room view - a painted faked
window opens up a view to the "sky" 15. Sofas look as if they are
floating in the reception space 16. Reception room is transparent and
permeated with natural light 17. The office gives a sense of efficiency
and professionalism 18. Light boxes and signs on the surfaces of the
box

133



