Waterside Buddhist Shrine
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ZORGIEES ) MEE Category Buddhist Shrine
AASEMIE ) PENTL Location_| Hobei, China
SRR~ BK ~ INESHM ~ HERBING Materials | concrete, Solid wood, terrazzo floor, pebble
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ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wengiang

Founder and Principal Architect of ARCH
STUDIO. Han Wengiang was born in
Dalian, Liaoning, China. He received
a Master's degree in Architectural
Design and Theory from School of
Architecture of CAFA (China Central
Academy of Fine Arts), and he is now an
associate professor there. He founded
ARCHSTUDIO in 2010 and he is acting
as the Principal Architect. Combining
with his teaching and researches, he has
explored varied creations and practices.
His major works includes series of culture
and art exhibition spaces, Rongbaozhai
Head store and its branch stores across
the country, and Beijing's Siheyuan and
Hutong Residences, etc.
ARCHSTUDIO devotes to using
multi-perspective and rational means
to intervene the development of
contemporary urban living environment,
finding a right balance between the
connections of reality and nature, history
and culture, creating a spatial environment
that is full of the spirit of times and
humanistic quality.
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1. Entrance and a passage leading
inward 2. Night view toward ceiling
top
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3. Tea room and its fine surface terrazzo floor 4. Tea room faces a lily pond
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5. Thick wall and opening to invite natural light to enter 6. Bamboo court creates spatial depth 7. Window frames are made of solid wood 8. Natural
light permeates around the Buddha hall 9.10. Elevations
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11. Building is hidden under an artificial hill 12. Sequential experience where religious practice or meditation can be pondered upon 13. Light softens
the cold hard surface of exposed concrete 14.15. Sections
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This Buddhism shrine is an entrance for contemplation. Different from the colors that appear in most religious buildings, the
building is restrained in color and full of Zen-style beauty.

Respect of Nature

Sited along a riverside and close to a tree lot, the building is viewed against a wild field and vegetable farm, and only partially
pops up from a small hill. The design has an oddly shaped layout to avoid violation of existing trees.

To keep a tranquil spirit, the building of the Buddhist shrine is like an attached element that grows from nature. The main
entrance is only accessible by passing through the middle of two trees and ushered by a long narrow path. Interior space is
dominated by various courts, skylights, side openings and even water running in certain positions. The Buddha statue appears
in a vista view and illuminated by natural light on top. The tea room directly faces a lily pond and confronts an extensive lawn
and scattered trees. The relaxation lounge is independent from other parts of the shrine by a bamboo courtyard.

Natural Extension

Religion is a catalyst that stimulates a cohesion between body and mind, but it is the space that plays the most important role to
accelerate the process of metal chemistry. Han, the designer, said he intended to create a space where trees, water, Buddha
statue and people join together. Two axis, one in the E-W direction and the other along the riverside, meet in five different
junctures and fork out paths leading towards different rooms. The sight is not fixed but rather joined together like a sequence
guiding a landscape in a surreal beauty.

Material was a critical element to interpret the perfection where man meets nature. In-situ concrete pours are very difficult and
the construction effort assures there is no joint between the wall and roof top. The surface appear like a three centimeters pine
tree pattern, and the exposed surface appears both on the surface of the interior and exterior. Fixed furniture pieces are built
in solid wood plank and the floor appear in polished terrazzo. The path leading from the outdoor to interior is paved by white
pebbles that set a strong visual hint of spatial transformation.
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16.17. Man-made and nature mingles in a good relationship 18. The main building is mostly hidden under earth and the top is covered by plants 19.

Pebble floor gives sensitive touch 20. Plan 21. Roof plan
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1. Cast concrete created a total solid form from wall to ceiling 2. Pine
tree pattern appears on the surface of the exposed concrete surface
3. Furniture pieces were custom made by wood planks 4. Interior is
paved in terrazzo tiles 5. Exterior passage is paved by white pebbles 6.
Window frames are solid wood
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Waterside Buddhist Shrine is a place of contemplation and search
for composure. The daily living space is hidden under an artificial hill.
The whole space is implanted with trees, Buddha statues and a water
landscape create a pure sense of nature. The spatial layout avoided
violation of the existing trees, and the spatial sequence is divided into five
zones while linked closely together.




Obedience to Nature

Han said that his design creates a natural surrounding that follows Zen
Buddhism’s philosophy that contemplates human is part of nature and
only through the association to nature can humans possibly ascertain
the harmony of the interior. His choices of materials and the ways of
construction, structure and details all imply the idea of the relationship
between man and nature.

The Buddhism shrine is not a typical shrine rather a space to allow
people to explore and experience how the sacred spirit comes into
mind. Han is a perfect interpreter of the most religious and spiritual world
and make it appear to the human mind.




