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ZEREE ) = Category | Residence
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Soar Design / Ray Chang

Ray Chang holds a master's degree in
Architecture from Tunghai University. He
is the director of Soar Design Studio Co.,
Ltd. and an architect at Ray Architects
specializing in architecture, interiors
and landscape design. Chang draws on
nature and the elements to create simple
beauty while emphasizing conceptual
evolution, sense of space and diversified
designs to generate spatial value for
clients and users.

Soar Design has won many well-known
design awards such as The Best of
the Best Red Dot Design Award, Good
Design Awards in consecutive four
years, iF Design Award, Golden Pin, TID
Award, etc.
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1. The first floor open-cut zone
meets with a staircase, a platform,
and a tree house. 2. A small
structure in the garden is used for a
tea house and yoga exercise space.
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3. Basement is a flexible zone for all demands. 4. Dynamic scenic views. 5. An ample balcony. 6. Metal structure supported staircase. 7. Natural
materials were used extensively. 8. Using cavities, intermedia space and liaison space to create dynamic experience. 9. Visual path allows free
penetration while keeping the space private in seclusion.
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1. Metal member:used to construct a staircase. 2. Mineral paint
:used on the floor. 3. Oyster powder paint:used on outdoor
surface to create a rustic texture. 4. Hardwood:used to clad
the outdoor platform. 5. Oak wood:used on the flights of the
staircase. 6. Oak wood:used on ceiling coffer.
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1. The building was built ten years ago, and the renovation effort was focused to
create a cozy family life filled space in innovative spirit. 2. The client couple loves
outdoor activities. The whole design is inspired by an organic spirit like a growing
tree. 3. Cavity and opening among floors creates passages for air and light to
travel. 4. Diverse floor levels allow family members to enjoy nature in different
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10. Hovering platforms allow fun visual paths to nature. 11. New balcony creates a liaison space between indoor and outdoor. 12. The first floor open
family court mix with dining and living modes. 13. Open-cut zones gives a lifting up energy.
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The house has stood in a valley surrounded by mountains for many years. The complex includes a main building in Japanese
style, and a tea house in a garden hidden under trees.

The client is a couple in the movie business; both love outdoor activities like camping and mountain hiking. They are raising
two young kids and hope the property in such a unique location will certainly provide their children with a different growing
experience. Soar Design recognized this exceptional opportunity for the family and the opportunity for the office as well as the
site challenged the designer to redefine the relationship between man-made and nature. The design concept sees the building
as an organic creature that grows by following the rhythm of time. It responds to the daily cycle of seasons and years.

Mountain life and moving scenery
Mountains with different ridges embrace the valley. They are the dominating features of the site, and the layering of hills inspired
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the design to turn the ridge profile into the visual layering of
different floor level heights.

The design broke the existing floor levels by inserting
several new platforms and creating a corner space in the
existing plan. These platforms are set at different heights
and constructed in a way as if hovering in the sky. The new
floors are used in different ways such as a passage leading
towards a tree house or as an exclusive floor level for visual
wonderment of nature. The most intriguing one happens on
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14. Walking up and down in the living space. 15. The B1 floor
plan. 16. The first floor plan. 17. Visual penetration between
inside and out create a particular impression of a valley
house.
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the first floor between the dining space and living room; the new platform acts as a
liaison but is also used for the kids’ playground and reading space. The level height
allows a visual casting towards the second floor in a sectional position.

Another platform is a structure attached to a tree; it is a small compartment that
allows family members to enjoy mountain views with total exclusion.

Two new staircases replaced an old staircase which block the view passage to
nature. The new spiral staircase is situated along the window and supported by
metal supports. The second staircase links to the platform situated between dining
and living spaces

Ample freedom

To link people to nature is the main design theme of the project. The project allows
the existing building facade to yield a four meter balcony, which plays mediator
between outdoors and indoors.

The interior space is energetic due to the new diversely scaled platforms. The third
floor bedroom, unique in its extra ceiling height added a lifted platform and passage.
Sleeping zones can be used for relaxation and other fun demands such as work,
leisure, and view casting.



Like a grotto with extreme beauty in nature

Situated in a valley where moisture is a big problem, the design’s solution with diverse
platforms and openings allows air and natural light to travel without obstacles. This layout
significantly reduces humidity.

Materials picked for this project all come from nature. Not only wood and mineral paints,
but grounded oyster powders were also mixed into mortar to spread on the surface of
the partition surface. It can absorb excess moisture and the surface of the special paint
reflects light in a poetic visual fun.

Nature, organic spirit, and flexibility are the three concepts of the design. The unusual
project turns the seemingly fantasized idea into real work and truly appreciated by the
family members. It is expected that people who live here will enjoy the moment they stay
and remember the time they have been staying.
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18. Open cut court inserts a levitating platform. 19.20. Diverse view levels on tops of the different platforms at different height. 21. The second
floor plan. 22. The third floor plan. 23. Staircase is situated against window position. 24. Lifted-up wood built passage provides a position for view
wonderment. 25. The third floor master bedroom has a lifted-up platform and a passage. 26. Master bedroom and its inserted platform. 27. Bathroom.
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