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Chung-Yei Sheng

AIA, New York State; M.A. Harvard University; B.A. CYCU
Current position:

CYS ASDO, director; Lecturer, Tamkang University

Awards:

2008 TID Award (Public Space: Sun-kun Library)

2008 TID Award (Residence: Mr. Lin's residence in Yun-Lin Road)
2003 1st Award, Sun-Sen Tobacco factory Competition

2003 1st Award, Sien-Wei Tech Headquarter Design Competition

Designer; CYS ASDO / Chung-Yei Sheng
Participants ; Pei-Heng Yang, Paul Chiang
Photographer; K. M. Lee

Category 4 apartment

Location ; Taipei
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brick, steel member

Size; 297m

Design period ; August-October, 2008
Construction period ; October 2008-April 2009
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1. Sketch shows public zone 2. Sketch shows elder son's bathroom 3. Sketch shows elder son's bathroom and sunken
bathtub 4. Ceiling gap reduces the awkward problem of deep beams from the ceiling
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5. A view from the kitchen towards the dining room 6. Floor pattern change and details 7. Plan 8. Living room features a lower ceiling height while

the lobby expands to a high level
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As | interviewed Mr. Sheng, | discovered how this project was designed
by a very different process. He told me the client was involved deeply in
the design; the client was more delighted to proceed through the
design by two way interactions between the designers and him rather

than let go after initial discussions or a few communications.

Sheng showed me records of the communications from the beginning
to the end. The client's passion ignited the designer's enthusiasm as
hundreds of hand-drawings prove the deep and thoroughly dialogue of
this unique project. | came out after this brief talk with an idea that this
kind of design is what we call "participatory type of design" a design
process seeking a joint effort from the client's side.

The solution

This apartment has two units that form a single large space; the family
members include parents, an elder son, a younger son and his three
member family. There was a serious concern for privacy control
particularly for the family members of the younger son. Another tricky
problem came out to find a solution of a feasible and efficient use of the

available space because the chunky structural units occupied a very big
portion of the space.
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Before the client commissioned Mr. Sheng, he already consulted several designers, but
none satisfied him until Mr. Sheng's solution shed some light to a final solution. He intent
to lower the ceiling level in the central living room then pushing up the ceiling level in the
lobby was a genius idea increasing the spatial flow while defining the space in a better
way.

Participating joins with the design

In the process of design, Mr. Sheng hand drew many perspective drawings and precisely
showed his client every piece of the design details. This two ways communication
assured there would be no mistakes on the conception and assured that everything finally
built would be visualized in an almost real scale and material.

This "participating design process" attests to the designer's professionalism and even
challenges the designer's authority. In this project, designers have step by step guided
their client to understand everything that would happen in the future, and this process,
according to the designer, was the most valuable in his career. Translated by Ray S.C.Chu
& David Mark Riz

9. EEEEARAMNE B o 10. BHE ~ AN EFEEREFEEAIRMR o 11. HEMEREER - 12. FE °
9. Dining space and its elegant open-style kitchen 10. Dining, kitchen and living room space
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1. A view from dining towards the family room 12. Reading room
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13. Master bedroom 14. Master bedroom and closet 15. Book shelf in elder son's room 16. Bathroom 17. Elder son's bathroom




