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Designers | ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wengiang, Li Xiaoming
Participant] Guo Jiangang, Meng Gangyu (intern)
Photographer | Jin Weiqi

Category | Villa

Location ] China

Materials | Laminated wood, brick, steel bar

Size | 373.5m?2
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ARCHSTUDIO / Han Wenqgiang
Associate Professor, School of
Architecture of CAFA (Central Academy
of Fine Arts)

Founder & Chief Architect,
ARCHSTUDIO

Mr. Han Wenqgiang advocates the
principle of "design of relationships”,
so as to make the space to be the
communication medium, realize the
deep link among body, nature, history
and man-made environment, thereby
shortening the emotional distance
between people and environment. His
design practice covers old building
renewal, architectural and interior
design.

He has been invited as a jury for Leaf
Awards 2020-2021, Architizer A+Awards
2020 & 2021, Rethinking the Future
Awards 2022. And he was a winner of
Architectural Record's Design Vanguard
Competition, Perspective's 40 UNDER
40 Awards (Architecture category), FA
Emerging Architect Award, etc.
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1. Lobby space allows penetrating
views from outdoor to indoor. 2.
Behind the main gate is a path
hidden in a bamboo forest.
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3. Maple courtyard. 4. Maple tree provides good scenery for the residents. 5.8. Rich scenery views in the villa. 6. Plan. 7. Living room is situated
between two courtyards.
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9. Kitchen mingles new materials with old. 10 Exposed roof structure above the dining room and kitchen. 11. Dining room can extend from the interior
to the exterior. 12. Japanese room is a tearoom adjacent to the bamboo garden. 13. Bamboo courtyard. 14. Courtyard landscape diagram.




The retreat villa is housed in a village near Beijing. The site is bordered by roads on three sides, and on the other side, it
connects to the walls of a neighboring houses. The surrounding area has a scattered view of clustered courtyard houses, some
of which have undergone additional construction. The client mainly resides in the city and views this countryside residence as
a place for family vacations and as a social venue. He commissioned ARCHSTUDIO with the comprehensive renovation and
transformation of the property.

The main challenge of this project was how to blend old and new elements, integrating them with the surrounding environment
while meeting the needs of modern times. Designer Han Wengiang pointed out that the renovation aims to showcase the mix of
old and new, establish a connection between the architecture and the texture of the environment, and harmoniously blend into
the village landscape. Additionally, the project seeks to achieve a sustainable strategy, striking a balance between individual
characteristics, aesthetic coherence, and cost control.

Old house and New wooden construction

The original layout of the site consisted of two separate courtyards, with two gable-roofed houses and some connected flat-
roofed houses. The design team decided to preserve the two gable-roofed houses with their unique characteristics as the
basis of the renovation. The northern house, which had an exposed roof structure, was transformed into two bedrooms and
the living room of a vacation home. The other existing flat-roofed houses, which were extensions built at different stages, were
demolished to yield an inner courtyard space.

The new addition adopted a wooden house design, following the undulating gable roofs of the original houses creating two
continuous ridges covering the main public spaces for the living room, dining room, and kitchen. The new wooden house also
extended over two flat-roofed houses providing additional bedrooms, storage areas, bathrooms, and other auxiliary functions to
meet modern needs.
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Views everywhere B e o B Haart bartoo
The site was enclosed by red brick walls to create a rich
inner courtyard landscape. Six courtyards of various scales,
landscapes, and functions were introduced throughout
the site, forming a sense of discovering hidden views
everywhere. The transparency between the indoor and
outdoor views removes the sense of enclosure, and the
scattered courtyards add vitality to every corner of the
home. A
The front courtyard, located inside the main house, =
maintains the privacy of the residence. Upon entering, the .
view opens, and the focus of the entrance hall is a maple - = R

. . . Sicle yard Mapla yard Bamboa yand
courtyard, creating a picturesque scene that changes with R Lorean ook ™ am P Goen bartbos 14
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15. Winding path leads towards the master bedroom. 16. Section. 17. Glass passage is a transitional space dividing
private and public zones. 18. Back yard access directly to the outdoors.




the seasons. The living room and the south courtyard wall have been
intentionally pulled apart to create a long side courtyard with trees and
stones, allowing seamless indoor-outdoor connectivity when the folding
doors are opened in fine weather.

The circulation leads northward to the old house, passing through
the dining room and kitchen the contrasting roofs of the old and new
houses can be seen from below. The dining area is flanked by a small
bamboo courtyard between the dining room and the neighboring
courtyard wall that offers a pleasant dining experience amidst the
refreshing green bamboo.

A glass corridor and the rear courtyard serve as the main outdoor
activity space and a transition point between public and private areas.
Residents can relax in the outdoor sitting area of the corridor or chat
under the shade of the trees in the courtyard. The path extending
further to the bedroom area creates a narrow courtyard acting as a barrier for the bedroom area. This allows all three bedrooms
to face the outdoor scenery ensuring good lighting and ventilation.

Old meets New

The entire design places significant emphasis on the harmonious integration of old and new elements in terms of material
selection. The newly constructed walls are all built using locally recycled bricks, not only achieving the goal of reusing old
materials but also creating a cohesive harmony with the environment. The north room was intentionally removed to restore
the original red brick appearance of the building. The south room was dismantled and rebuilt with wooden components in the
original architectural form.

The use of new materials emphasizes simplicity, durability, and environmental friendliness. The new wooden house is primarily
constructed using cedar laminated wood. It serves to connect the new structure with the old wooden house while blending
contemporary and historical elements. The doors and windows combine hollow glass and bamboo steel sheets. The bamboo
steel facilitates indoor ventilation, while fixed hollow glass windows ensure energy efficiency and complete views. The entire
floor of the house is paved with newly purchased red bricks. All fixed furniture is custom-made from bamboo steel sheets,
continuing the mix of new and old features including laminated wood, bamboo steel, and old wooden beams to achieve a
harmonious effect for this vacation home.
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19. Continuous roof ridges. 20. Bedroom has good privacy control. 21. Master bedroom view. 22. Master bedroom enjoys good views. 23. Large

windows assure ample natural light.

EBAA DT Material Analysis
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1. Pine laminated wood is used in the new building with proper joint designs to
integrate old and new in a harmonious look. 2. Hollow glass panel is used to allow
total transparency. 3. Bamboo steel sheet provides a good dialogue between new
and old. 4. Old red brick and gray bricks are used to build enclosure walls. 5. Metal
cavity tiles were used to meet with the surrounding landscape while providing
budget control for future maintenance. Architecture seamlessly integrates into the

surroundings.
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1. As a vacation home, the spatial planning should consider
both family vacations and gatherings with friends and relatives.
2. Public spaces prioritize an open and spacious feel, while
sleeping areas emphasize tranquility and privacy. 3. Establish
a connection with the village texture by using old and new
elements allowing the new construction to blend discreetly into
the surrounding environment. 4. The interior design places
great importance on providing abundant natural views of the
landscapes.
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